VOICES FROM THE PERIPHERY PRESENTS

DETAILED SURVEY REPORT ON

ACRED
OMMERCE

AND GVERYDAY
ATRUGGLES

A SOCIO-ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE
MAHISHAMARDINI TALA FESTIVAL, CHINSURAH




Introduction

At the intersection of sacred ritual and seasonal economy lies the Mahishamardini Tala
Festival of Chinsurah, Hooghly, West Bengal. Held every June, this festival—devoted to
Goddess Mahishamardini—is not just a religious event; it is a temporal transformation of
space where people from nearby and far-off districts gather to celebrate, trade, eat, and earn.
At the heart of this convergence is the four-day fair (G<II) that accompanies the puja,
attracting a mosaic of vendors, visitors, laborers, and observers.

This case study is based on field visits, interviews, and ethnographic observations conducted
during the festival. It critically examines how religion, economy, gender, ethnicity, and power
interact within this event. The study explores the social cartographies of the fair—who gets
to sell, who gets visibility, and how everyday people experience a sacred space not merely as

devotees, but as workers, earners, and bodies negotiating structures of control.



The Festival Landscape

Mahishamardini, an iconographic form of Goddess Durga, is the central deity of this local
puja. The puja committee, composed of local elites and influential residents, organizes the
rituals, sets up the temple infrastructure, and supervises the entire space, including the
fairground. Around the central shrine, a circular expanse of commercial stalls and informal
vending zones spreads out like ripples—colorful, chaotic, and vibrant.

The fair includes a vast range of stalls:

Small to medium booths for electronics, toys, cosmetics, clothes;

Makeshift mats on the ground where women sell hair accessories, kitchen tools, or bindis;
Food stalls, sweet shops, fast-food counters;

And scattered zones of children’s play, joyrides, and loudspeakers blaring film songs.

The aesthetic is festive. But beneath the spectacle lies a set of underlying structures—who

sells what, who pays whom, who eats where, and who watches silently.
























